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however there are adequate discussions of epidemiology, phage anatomy,
and the relation of viruses to cancer, as well as other topics which will
intrigue the more medically oriented reader.
A particularly valuable aspect of the book is that facts are discussed
in relation to the research by means of which they were originally discovered
or tested. The research is treated both by topic and chronology so that the
student is led to appreciate the logic which impelled and sustained any
one line of work, as well as the growth of knowledge in the field as a whole.
And, for the especially appreciative student, a short but solid bibliography
has been included.
SUSAN GOLDHOR
CALCIPHYLAXIS. By Hans Selye. Chicago, The University of Chicago
Press, 1962. xxxi, 552 pp., $25.00.
Calciphylaxis is a condition of induced hypersensitivity in which tissues
respond to appropriate challenging agents with a precipitous, though some-
times evanescent, calcification. The process involves, first the sensitization
of an animal by treatment with a calcifier, or calcium mobilizer, such as
Parathormone, Vitamin D, or dihydrotachysterol and secondly the adminis-
tration of a challenger either locally or systemically which results in
calcium deposition in specific tissues. The interval between administration
of the sensitizer and the challenger is critical, as are the species of animal
(rat), stress, and endocrine function.
The book is concerned with the description in great detail of these
phenomena. It was written by Dr. Selye to serve as a basic text, atlas, and
source of reference in order to stimulate further research in the field. The
book reads easily and is stimulating at times. But the book has a major
and serious weakness. It puts into textbook form a great deal of experi-
mental data as if the data were already established facts. Even though
thousands of rats and many different experimental designs were used, not
once do the authors show sufficient experimental data for the reader to
evaluate the results himself. There is not a statistic in the book! The photo-
graphs, of course, are striking and indicate something is happening but
these represent only a handful of the rats employed. Moreover, only
histological methods were used to ascertain calcification of a tissue. The
authors readily point out that this is not sufficient evidence. The chapter
on clinical implications of calciphylaxis promotes interesting speculation
but requires a vivid imagination to see the resemblance between the ex-
perimental pathology and the clinical syndrome, such as lupus erythema-
tosus, periarteritis, psoriasis, rheumatoid arthritis, etc.
Although the book raises far more questions than it answers, it did
solve one mystery for this reviewer: why there was such a shortage of rats
for the past year at one of the nation's major suppliers. However, there
should be no shortage of this book. Its appeal is limited to those
especially interested in calciphylaxis.
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